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Pacing the Path to the Shrine One hundred times
By Otsuka Kusuoko

First step, and I think of my husband at the front.
Second step, and I hope for our country's victory.
Third step, and again my thoughts are for him.
Oh the guilt in a wife's heart.....

There's only one Japan, this beautiful land
resplendent in the rising sun.
Yet there's only one man in this world with whom

I've exchanged vows, who calls me his wife.

And so if I'm asked which is more important,
our country's victory or my husband's life,

I'll look down in silence, my eyes full of tears.
Praying, pacing the path to this shrine,

I'm guilty one hundred times.
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Are those hands that, once so tiny, grasped mother’s breast?

Now they hold up a battle flag.
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Mistaken Identity happens ..... some war dead return alive .....

I shake my son’s urn. It rattles.
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This photo doesn’t belong on an alter. This face brimming with youth,

you call this the deceased?
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Killed four days before war ended.... if only

He'd lived four more. Oh the pain from just four days.
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Don't Lay Down Your Life

- To my younger brother, conscripted and sent to fight on the Liotung Peninsula, 1904 -
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I cry for you, Brother,

don't you lay down your life.

You, the youngest child in our family,

thus cherished all the more --

Mother and Father didn't educate you

to wield weapons and to murder; they didn't
bring you up, to the age of twenty-four,

so that you could kill, or be killed yourself.

You are born into a long line

of proud tradespeople in the city of Sakai;
having inherited their good name,

don't you dare lay down your life.

What does it matter if that fortress

on the Liotung Peninsula falls or not?

It's nothing to you, a tradesman

with a tradition to uphold.

Don't you lay down your life.

The Emperor himself doesn't go

to fight at the front; others

spill out their blood there.

If His Majesty be indeed just

and magnanimous, surely he won't wish
his subjects to die like beasts,

nor would he call such barbarity "glory."

Little Brother, don't you dare

lay down your life in battle.

This autumn, Father passed away.
Mother manages, somehow, to carry on,
who's been taken from her --

People say ours is a prosperous age,

yet Mother's hair has all turned gray.

Inside the family shop, behind the curtain,
your willowy young wife weeps alone.
Have you forgotten her? Is she in your thoughts?

You two were together for less than ten months.
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Think how her heart is wrung. There's only one
of you in this world, remember.
Your family has no one to turn to.

Don't lay down your life.
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To retreat now means we’ll starve anyway

So it’s “Forward! Charge!”
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The men look brave on the newsreel with all corpses edited out.
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When shipping out, those hands he raised in a “Banzai” —they stayed on the continent.
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Once the limbs blown off  they send off a log of a man.
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